
For Immediate Release          Media Contact:
            Jeanne Martin
            985-893-8757
 

Local FIRST Tech Challenge Robotics Team Takes  
Second Place in State Championship In Baton Rouge

(JANUARY 26, 2016 | MANDEVILLE, LA)  Mandeville Junior High’s FIRST Tech Challenge (FTC) team named 
Dark Matter, had finished in first place in the Southeast Louisiana League allowing them to compete in the FTC 
Louisiana State Championships last weekend, for which they garnered second place overall.

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is an international youth organization that operates 
some of the largest and mostly highly-regarded robotics competitions to inspire seventh through twelfth grade students to 
become engineers by giving them real world experience in working with engineers to develop a robot and compete in the 
FIRST Tech Challenge.

This year, student teams designed robots which had to fit into an 18 inch cube for the Res-Q competition season and 
were challenged to design, build, program, and operate robots to play a floor game in an alliance format. Teams compete 
in alliances of two teams with two student drivers and one student coach per team.

On Saturday, January 23 the Dark Matter team competed in the state FTC championships at Woodlawn High School 
in Baton Rouge against 15 other teams. While FTC teams may consist of seventh through twelfth graders, the MJH 
Dark Matter team is comprised of only seventh and eighth graders. The 14-member rookie placed second overall in the 
state competition. The team was also a Finalist Alliance Captain, won the Rockwell Collins Innovate Award for their 
creative thinking that reliably works on the field, and placed second for the highly coveted Inspire Award, which is given 
to the team that truly embodies the spirit of FIRST and the FTC challenge. 

At the start of the school year, the team received a generous grant from The Northshore Community Foundation, 
in partnership with Team 1912 Combustion, the Office of Naval Research, and the Naval Research Laboratory at 
Stennis Space Center. This grant was used to help purchase the annual registration fee, the initial parts for controllers, 
communicators, motors, and both a basic and advanced set of materials, and was essential for the 10-male and 4-female 
team to have the supplies to build the robot that was so successful.

The Dark Matter team, led by coaches Tracey Martinez and Jonathan Holly, both teachers in math and science at 
Mandeville Junior High, is proud to be advancing to Texas for the Southeast Texas Championship. FTC 10337 from 
Mandeville Junior High in Mandeville, Louisiana is gearing up for another great event on February 6, 2016 in Pasadena, 
Texas.

For more information on the Dark Matter Team, please contact Tracey Martinez at tracey.martinez@stpsb.org. For more 
info on the grant, please contact Jeanne Martin at the foundation at 985-893-8757 or jmartin@northshorefoundation.org.
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