
AS IF HER WORLD-RENOWNED TALENT as a 

fiddler, her sharp, witty lyrics and her adorably brave 

fashion statements were not enough to make you fall 

in love with local talent Amanda Shaw, you can add 

“do-gooder” to the list.

At only 25 and one of the leading Cajun 

fiddlers in the world, Amanda is part of a new breed 

of young entertainers who support 

philanthropic and humanitarian causes, 

using their celebrity to encourage their peers and 

fans to do the same. 

Born and raised in Covington, Amanda began 

playing the fiddle when she was very young. By the ripe 

old age of 8, she was the youngest soloist in the Baton 

Rouge Symphony. As her talent matured, her musical 

tastes spread, influenced by the diversities of the music 

scene of New Orleans. Her songs integrate Cajun and 

pop sounds to produce a unique grassroots 

sound that has placed her as one of the youngest 

headliners at music festivals throughout the 
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world. She has repeatedly drawn record 

crowds to Jazz Fest since she was 10 

years old.

With four albums under her belt, 

shelves full of awards, countless world-

wide performances and a new six-song >>

The Amanda 
Shaw Foundation
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EP in the works, you might think that 

Amanda had reached her life goals—

but you would be wrong. “I have this 

amazing career in large part because of the 

wonderful people in Louisiana who have 

supported my music,” says Amanda. That 

generosity and the kind hearts of others 

is one of the strongest reasons Amanda 

wants to give something back.  

While Amanda’s giving heart 

has always been a part of who she is, 

the addition of a new family member 

solidified her passion and inspiration 

for philanthropy. A few years ago, 

after Amanda and her brother were 

grown, Amanda’s parents fostered and 

ultimately adopted a little boy who 

changed all of their lives.  

“Alex has been with our family his 

entire 5 years of life. He was officially 

adopted three years ago and has always 

been the most amazing gift to us,” smiles 

Amanda. “Alex was born premature and 

has cerebral palsy. The doctors said he 

would never walk or talk. My mom has 

a lot of passion and determination and 

didn’t accept the expectations the doctors 

were giving her. She researched creative 

solutions and therapies to help him. Alex 

is now a regular kindergartener who 

runs around with other kids and has 

really blossomed. Every time we see Alex 

overcome an obstacle, there are no words 

to describe it. His accomplishments 

rank up there with some of the greatest 

moments of my life.”

Without the nurturing support 

and loving commitment of Amanda’s 

parents, Alex may have never reached 

the heights he has so far. Amanda’s 

young, blossoming brother has inspired 

her to do more—for her world, for her 

state and for her community.

Always willing to play a free show 

or give of her talent to support a worthy 

cause, Amanda decided she wanted to 

be more organized and intentional in her 
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philanthropy to maximize her impact and inspire others to do 

the same. Now, as a gift to herself for her 25th birthday, she is 

forming the Amanda Shaw Foundation to do just that. The main 

focus will be to make a difference in the lives of local youth. 

“My goals with the foundation are to let our local youth 

know that THEY matter. Even if they don’t come from a perfect 

situation, if they are passionate about what they want to do, 

they can make it. No one in my family plays music except me, 

but my parents supported me 100 percent, so I worked hard 

for it. Without that support structure, I’m not sure if I would 

be in this position. So that’s what I want to try to create—a 

foundation for youth to know how important they are. It’s easy 

to throw your hands up when you’re feeling helpless,” Amanda 

says. “That’s when I think kids can make bad decisions.” And 

that is what she is determined to tackle.

As Amanda creates her plans for her foundation, she is 

working closely with the Northshore Community Foundation to 

make sure she “follows the rules.” It is important to her that her 

charitable work be held to the same level of professionalism and 

integrity that she is known for in the entertainment industry.  

As you watch her star rising, look out for her new EP later 

this year and the kick-off event for her foundation in early 

2016. The northshore region is lucky to have Amanda—an 

ambassador bursting with talent and an even bigger heart.

Follow Amanda and her journey at amandashaw.com. 

Gild Home Decor
 Sisters Katie O’Donnell and Kelly Fangue of Gild Home 
Decor are believers in fate. While looking for the perfect spot 
for their new business, they found a gold “gilded” wall in one 
space—and that was the last sign from fate they needed. 
 Their lifelong dream of opening a retail store together 
became a reality when everything seamlessly fell into place. 
Armed with their passion for retail and customer service 
and years of retail buying experience, they partnered with 
their mother, Carol O’Donnell, who owned The Linen Closet 
in downtown Covington in the ’80s. Staffing the store 
themselves, one of the three personally greets and assists each 
Gild customer.
 Together, they have chosen an impressive selection of 
quality furniture—hand-selected, one-of-kind pieces that not 
only look great today, but will be an investment to enjoy for 
years to come. Complimentary design consultation helps their 
customers select the perfect addition for each unique space. 
“Bring in a photo of the room you’re decorating. If we don’t 
have the piece you’re looking for in the store, we can custom 
order one,” says Katie. 
 A wide array of accessories and gifts starting at $20 
complements the furniture collection. Unique to the area are 
Henhouse Linens, Boatman Gellar personalized items, D.V. 
KAP Home decorative pillows and pieces from local artist Riva 
Caldwell. 
 The mother-daughters team can’t wait to welcome you 
as part of the Gild family—and don’t miss the large holiday 
display in the upcoming season!

Gild Home Decor is located at 3441 E. Causeway Approach, 
Suite C, in Mandeville. 629-4002. 
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