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AFTER HURRICANE KATRINA, national and 

international generosity was pouring into the state, 

and it became apparent to local leaders that our 

region needed a way to harness and leverage that 

philanthropy at all levels. The Northshore Community 

Foundation was started to do just that. 

In telling the story of the Northshore Community 

Foundation and its impact on philanthropy in our 

region, it is important to recognize that explaining 

all of the facets of a community foundation gets 

complicated. In business, experts tell us that 

the “elevator speech,” the 

60-second verbal description that 

comprehensively speaks to an organization’s mission, 

activity and value, is an important thing to have. 

Well, in the world of community foundations, that 

elevator ride would need to be absurdly long—like 

Mt. Everest long. The components of the Foundation 

are far-reaching, especially if you begin with the 

understanding that every role we play enriches the 

place that we all love. The goal may be constant, 

but the form that role takes in each situation is 

unique. That is why we call what we do “building a 

better place” through building compassion, building 

capacity and building communities.

Building Compassion =  
Serving Donors

Whether it is a person, a family, a company or a 

small group of folks who want to make a difference, 

donors are at the forefront of philanthropy. Because, 

after all, it’s their money, and shouldn’t they decide 

how to use it to build their better place?

Building Capacity =  
Serving Nonprofits

These nonprofits feed the hungry, protect our 

environment, nurture our four-legged friends and 

put roofs over people’s heads, and that’s just the tip 

of the iceberg. They have critical missions, and we 

have a responsibility to make them the best they can 

be. Through grants and countless other ways, 

we work to help them be impactful, in turn 

making us all thrive.
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Building Communities =  
Leadership in the Region

Occasionally, there are issues that impact our entire 

northshore region, and we are uniquely positioned to lead 

on those topics. We are not the government; we are not 

a business; and lines on a map do not bind us. We are, 

however, deeply invested and committed to our place, and 

taking the lead in helping to build our neighborhoods, 

our cities, our parishes and our region only furthers these 

endeavors.

We believe that our Foundation is being built one story 

at a time. The following stories are a few among many that 

illustrate how we are helping to make a difference in our 

community.

Research
After noticing a slight tremor in his hand, nothing 

earth-shattering or overly alarming, Quentin Dastugue was 

quietly diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in 2009. Since that 

moment, he has made it his life’s mission to raise as much 

money for Parkinson’s research as possible. And anyone who 

knows Quentin and his remarkable wife, Penny, knows when 

they set their mind to something, the outcome will knock 

your socks off. Using the NCF as the vehicle, their Kickin’ >>

Penny and Quentin Dastugue
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Parkinson’s Fund raised more than 

$300,000 for research efforts last year 

alone.  

“Our partnership with the NCF has 

been invaluable in fulfilling our mission 

to funnel as many dollars as possible 

to the Michael J. Fox Foundation to 

eliminate Parkinson’s disease in our 

lifetime.” - Quentin Dastugue

Child Advocates
Rob Carlise first learned of the 

Northshore Community Foundation 

when we were awarding his Child 

Advocacy Services organization a grant for 

the good work they offer in Tangipahoa 

and the surrounding area. Now, after 

years of a healthy partnership and lots of 

education about the Foundation, Rob is a 

tremendous ambassador, often speaking 

about the value our Foundation brings to 

the region.    

“Child Advocacy Services relies on 

strong community partnerships like the 

NCF for improving our reach and capacity 

for service. Recognizing and expanding 

the scope of the Foundation will serve us 

all very well as we work together to build 

a better place.” - Rob Carlisle, CEO, Child 

Advocacy Services

Emotional Support
In 2006, a family in Slidell 

experienced a parents’ worst nightmare, 

the death of a child. What they chose 

Rob Carlisle
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to do with that grief is a quiet, powerful mission of 

hope and love. When their daughter, Savannah, died, 

Jody and Jennifer Scharfenstien were so moved by 

the outpouring of emotional and financial support in 

their community that they used their experience of 

grief and hope to touch others. 

Without the generous heart of one of our fund 

donors, we would have not known about them and 

their Slidell-based nonprofit, Savannah Smiles, which 

provides financial and emotional support to parents 

who have experienced the untimely death of a child. 

We are so grateful that our donors’ kindnesses teach 

us something new every day.

Leave a Legacy
Jinx Vidrine truly loves philanthropy and 

submerges herself in her efforts. Because of her level 

of engagement and creativity in her lifetime giving, 

we are assuring that her legacy will continue well 

beyond her years with us. Jinx has chosen to use her 

World of Wonder Fund at the Foundation to carry 

on her love for children and education in a gift that 

will benefit the causes and places she loves for years 

and years to come. 

“I can’t take it with me, so I am leaving a 

gift that will change lives forever. I trust the 

Foundation to continue my legacy long after I am 

gone.” - Jinx Vidrine

Giving Made Easy
Jimmy and Lillian Maurin are philanthropists—

in the true spirit of the word. Having enjoyed much 

success in their lives, their commitment to giving is 

evident, and their service to our region is remarkable. 

From leadership on local boards to quiet, unspoken 

gifts for countless charitable efforts, philanthropy 

for them is a way of life. And through their Donor 

Advised Fund at the Northshore Community 

Foundation, their giving is efficient and impactful. 

“The service the Northshore Community 

Foundation provides through our fund makes our 

charitable giving a streamlined process so Lillian and 

I can focus our efforts on where and how we want to 

have the most impact.” - Jimmy Maurin

Fuel for Education
The pending sale of a neighborhood-owned 

pool became an administrative paperwork nightmare 

and something creative had to be done. So the smart 

leaders of the homeowners association looked to 

the Foundation for help. Red tape eliminated, the 

pool was sold, and the South Slidell Swimming 

Scholarship Fund was created. And now, each year, 

student swimmers from the Slidell area are awarded 

a scholarship from the proceeds of the sale of a pool. 

How cool is that? 

Civic Leadership
Realizing that we all stand to gain from a shared 

vision and integrated approach, in November, the 

Foundation brought together nearly 200 business, 

political and philanthropic leaders from the 

northshore. Building a team of valuable partner 

organizations, we are spearheading a process to do 

two important things. First, we will put words to 

the vision we share for our prosperous future, and 

second, we will develop a strategic plan to get us to 

that goal. Thriving communities excel at building 

economic prosperity while protecting and enhancing 

our quality of life. We will ensure that.

We are proud to live in this deeply generous 

community of neighbors who care for others and 

use our resources in amazing and creative ways. 

We have all come a long way since Katrina, and the 

impact will be forever remembered. How wonderful, 

however, that one story of the impact will be that 

more and more of us in our region are harnessing our 

generosity and service and together, we are building a 

better place.

Jinx Vidrine


