
TOWN OF MADISONVILLE
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 12,2011

Mayor Gitz called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. C.S.T.

On roll call the following answered: Present: Mayor Gitz, Councilmen Badeaux, Bouey,
Bounds, Lange and Ostendorf. Absent: None

A motion was made by Councilman Bouey and seconded by Councilman Lange
approving the December 2010 minutes as written. The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Councilman Bounds and seconded by Councilman Bouey to
approve the Financial Statements for November 2010. The motion carried unanimously.

Comments were solicited from those in attendance. There were none.

Joe Hannam, PEC, reported that the plans for the bulkhead project near the boat launch
'were complete and the Town was seeking funds to cover the cost of construction. Mr.
Harman also reported that the street improvement project was complete and the
contractor has received the final payment.

Sally Reeves, C.A. presented a proposal to the Mayor and Council to develop historical
information about the Town, including a survey of all of the older houses within the town
limits plus some well designed new construction that would be placed in a special
category. Ms Reeves has done a similar survey, with documentation, for Old Mandeville,
rating each house on a scale of one to three based on local, regional and statewide
significance. The architectural type and age, as nearly as can be determined from
archival research, will be presented. The condition of each structure will also be rated
only as it can be ascertained from the exterior. The proposed documents will be
presented to the Town by June 15,2011 so that it can be used to develop cultural tourism
for the Town's 200th Anniversary celebration beginning in July, 2011. Ms Reeves also
offered to write an essay as a part of the survey. The essay could be reproduced in a
small booklet and sold as part of the celebration or used for "my other historical initiative
the Town might want to do to promote tourism. In response to questions from Mr. David
Smith and Mr. Randy Hayno concerning the physical limits of the survey, Ms Reeves
stated that the survey would cover only those houses within the Madisonville town limits.
Mr. Hayno mentioned the old bayou cottage north of Trinity shipyard. The Mayor stated
and Ms Reeves agreed that the house in question is on the National Register of Historic
Homes. Ms Reeves further stated that with approval of the Council special exceptions
can be made to include nearby houses. In response to a question from Ms Susan Kier,
Ms Reeves stated that a digital version of her work will be available to the Town after it
is thoroughly vetted and approved by the COlU1CiI and may be placed on the Town's web
site at that time.



The cost for Ms Reeves' work was presented to the Council at $6,500.00. A motion to
approve was made by Councilman Badeaux and seconded by Councilman Bouey. The
motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Rusty Burns made a presentation to the Council concerning the "Riverside
Pavillion", the Maritme Museum and the "Wooden Boat Festival". A copy of the
presentation is attached hereto. Mayor Gitz disagreed with Mr. Burns' statements
concerning the Maritime Museum and the Wooden Boat Festival. Mr. David Stefferud, a
past Treasurer and member of the Board of Directors of the Maritime Museum disagreed
with the financial numbers stated by Mr. Bums in his presentation. There was no action
taken by the Council on Mr. Bums' presentation.

Town Marshal David Smith requested the Council approve hiring Mr. Mike Kast as a full
time police officer effective January 12, 2011. Officer Kast will replace Officer Marcus
Bergeron who recently resigned. A motion to approve was made by Councilman
Badeaux and seconded by Councilman Bounds. The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business: There were no items presented by or to the Council concerning old
business.

New Business: Councilman Mark Badeaux made a proposal that he and Councilman
Tim Bounds form a committee to move forward with plans to develop activities for the
bi-centennial of the naming of the Town of Madisonville. Meetings will be organized
arld the committee will present their recommendations to the Council at the February
2011 meeting.

A motion was made by Councilman Bounds and seconded by Councilman Lange to pay
all approved bills. The motion carried unanimously.

A motion was made by Councilman Badeaux and seconded by Councilman Ostendorf to
adjourn the meeting. The motion carried unanimously.
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Town Clerk

2.



January 12, 201"1
Madisonville City Council Meeting
Historical "Riverside Pavilion" presentation

I am proud to say that I have had a fantastic life growing up around Madisonville
and the Tchefuncta River. I am 4111 generation from Covington, but lived in Madi··
sonville for the past 15 years. My wife and I run the "Le Bon Temps Houle",
which gives us the opportunity to see the river from many perspectives. Time
and time again, we enjoy relating the locations of many historical brickyards,
sawmills and cotton docks to our many passengers. Local history has become
my biggest hobby, if not a passion.

In my pursuit of historical photographs, I have always looked hard for a photo of
the "Riverside Pavilion". This structure was located directly in front of city hall.
The pond and blue tiles are all that remain of this once lively structure. Last
week, I found two photos of this great old building and a third this day. They be-
long to Annette Douglas Lee, who is pleased to share them with you tonight.

The pavilion was a public wharf that accommodated large vessels, pubtic meet-
ings, dances and many waterfront activities. Unfortunately, one morning around
5 am, the "Pleasure Bay" a large steam side-wheeler moored against the pavil-
ion, was stoking her boilers in preparation of her daily trip to New Orleans. She
cauqht fire and it spread to the pavilion. Everyone came to tile rescue, including
two Jahncke tugs. The major fear was fire spreading to the town. The wino was
strong out of the North, but the Jahncke tugs pulled the ablaze steamer from the
pavilion and moved her up river to the cove of the first bend. She continued to
burn, but was swept across the river to the east bank. The vessel sank in this
location and became an obstruction to navigation until 1952, when the United
States Coast Guard dynamited the wreck. The vessel is still visible today using
side scan sonar.

The "Riverside Pavilion" was never rebuilt, but J suggest to you tonight, that we
can revive an important aspect of our history by doing so.

For over 15 years now, the City of Madisonville has sponsored the "Wooden Boat
Festival", The event is terrific, productive, highly attended, but the proceeds only
benefit the Maritime Museum venture. The mayor has always said the distribu-
tion of funding was his prerogative!



Over the life of this festival the Maritime Museum has received over 4 million dol-
lars from this event, under an extremely conservative review. Past museum
board members purport profits of $350,000 per festival.

The city of Madisonville has worked hard in support of the Maritime Museum and
Isalute the effort. The ground was given by the city a.nd the state ga.ve the build-
ing. Roger Stone very generously gave over 2.5 million in cash and millions
have been raised with dues, rental fees and outside donations.
Not ONE DOLLAR has been accounted for since the inception of the project.

The Maritime Museum operates under a management agreement with the city,
that few have ever seen. This museum has been plagued with mis-
appropriation, devious or unqualified management and has yet to be self suffi-
cient after ~15years and millions of dollars. It is time for the city to demand an
accounting, fully published to the people of this town. The city also needs to hold
the museum to the terms of the management agreement and halt any further
funding until this is confirmed.

I personally would like to see the city fathers re-direct a major portion of the
Wooden Boat Festival proceeds to the needs of the public. Tonight I present you
with 5 projects that would substantially benefit our community from these pro-
ceeds.

1st - We need to supply our police department with a first class facility. They
can not continue to work from a "Home Depot Lawnmower Shed". It is a dis-
grace to our town.

2nd - We eed to beautify the town, repair the streets and put a new fence
around our historic graveyard.

3rd - We need to rebuild the "Riverside Pavilion", as a meeting place, dance hall;
and enhance the waterfront by creating an income producing docking facility.

4th - Madisonville needs to be a FREE WIFI city, which can be accomplished at
no expense. The internet is our new method of education, communication and
entertainment. We are tightly confined and therefore attractive to the technology.

5th - We need to enhance the infrastructure of our water system to properly fight
fire. Today, there is not enough water in the city system for adequate protection
and the station is too small for the larger equipment.

I also stronqly endorse the proposal of Sally Reeves, which only perpetuates the
history of our great town. We would be very fortunate to have her written review.

Thank you ·for your time tonight.

Rusty Burns
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Exhibits:

Photo: 1, "Riverside Pavilion" reference location
Photos: 3, "Riverside Pavilion", courtesy of Annette Douglas Byers Lee
Photos: 6, Historical Water Colored Plats, City of Madisonville 183;3~1850,
courtesy of "New Orleans Notarial Archive"

This photos will be on display soon at the City Museum, Cedar Street

Rusty Burns
401 Main Street
Madisonviliie, La 70447
985-966-5013
EEtUlns2D21@aol.eam
Httpj/wwwJ.e"-buntemp_srQllle.QIg


